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As	the	years	went	by,	following	the	original	settlements	in	Jamestown	and	Massachusetts	Bay,	the	colonists	began	to	grow	further	and	further	apart	from	those	in	England.		A	rising	birth	rate	in	the	mid-1700s,	as	well	as	a	rise	in	immigration,	led	to	overpopulation	in	certain	areas	along	the	eastern	coast.		As	colonists	looked	for	more	land,	they	allied
with	the	British	to	fight	in	the	French	and	Indian	War.		In	spite	of	their	victory,	greater	tensions	began	to	develop	between	the	British	and	her	colonies.		In	an	effort	to	pay	off	war	debts,	the	British	began	to	tax	the	colonists	heavily,	as	well	as	made	efforts	to	regain	tighter	control.	The	colonies	saw	this	as	a	violation	of	their	natural	rights,	and	began	to
fight	back.		In	this	unit,	learn	how	a	small	group	of	non-united	colonies	were	able	to	work	together	to	overthrow	one	of	the	most	powerful	countries	of	all	time	in	the	American	Revolution.		Road	to	Revolution	Packet	-	WordFile	Size:	720	kbFile	Type:	docDownload	File	Emerging	Tensions/American	RevolutionFile	Size:	2269	kbFile	Type:	pptxDownload
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docxDownload	File	Revolution	Review	-	WordFile	Size:	18	kbFile	Type:	docxDownload	File	Unit	Links:	Quizlet	Flashcards	for	Unit	​This	unit	examines	the	causes,	progress,	and	results	of	the	American	Revolution.	This	unit	will	focus	on	early	American	documents	such	as	the	Articles	of	Confederation	and	the	Constitution.	You	will	study	the	roles	of
women,	American	Indians,	and	free	and	enslaved	Blacks	in	the	Revolution	and	learn	about	how	important	leaders	in	colonial	government	worked	to	form	and	strengthen	the	new	nation.	​Quick	Notes:	Unit	2	Quick	Notes​Study	Guide:	Unit	2	Study	GuidePractice	Quizizz:	Brock	American	Revolution	Quiz		Practice	Quizlet:	American	Revolution	Quizlet
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SaratogaBattle	of	YorktownGeneral	Cornwallis		​​Learning:	​Closing:Answer	Unit	2	Study	Guide	Questions	22-25Watch	Valley	Forge	Warm-Up:	What	motivations	did	the	French	have	in	allying	with	the	colonist	in	the	American	Revolution?Vocabulary:Role	of	WomenRole	of	American	IndiansRole	of	Free	BlacksTreaty	of	Paris	1783	​​​Learning:	​
Closing:Answer	​​	Unit	2	Study	Guide	Questions	26-29​	Review​​Unit	2	Study	GuideUnit	2	QuizTake	Brock	American	Revolution	Quiz	TestTake	Unit	2	Test	American	Revolutionary	Turn	in	Portfolio:	Readings	and	Study	Guide	The	American	War	of	Independence	(1775-1783)	served	as	a	harsh	lesson	to	the	British	Empire	that	the	dominions	they	controlled,
if	treated	improperly,	would	always	be	susceptible	to	revolution.	The	British	did	not	wish	to	see	the	thirteen	colonies	break	away	from	their	realm,	yet	their	colonial	policies	in	the	late-18th	century	proved	consistently	disastrous,	demonstrating	a	complete	lack	of	empathy	or	common	understanding	with	the	American	population.	One	might	argue	that
independence	was	always	on	the	horizon	in	this	period	for	North	America,	yet	even	in	an	era	of	enlightenment	the	British	seemed,	through	sheer	ignorance,	negligence	and	pride,	to	seal	their	own	fate.	As	with	any	revolution	in	history,	ideological	differences	may	have	provided	the	foundation	and	impetus	for	change,	but	it	is	so	often	the	events	in	the
run	up	to	the	internal	struggle	that	enhance	tensions	and	ultimately	trigger	the	conflict.	The	American	Revolution	was	no	different.	Here	are	6	key	causes	of	the	American	revolution.	1.	Seven	Years	War	(1756-1763)	Although	the	Seven	Years	War	was	a	multinational	conflict,	the	main	belligerents	were	the	British	and	French	Empires.	Each	looking	to
expand	their	territory	across	numerous	continents,	both	nations	suffered	mass	casualties	and	racked	up	copious	amounts	of	debt	in	order	to	fund	the	long	and	ardous	struggle	for	territorial	dominance.	Arguably	the	most	important	theatre	of	the	war	was	in	North	America,	which	in	1756	had	been	geographically	split	between	the	empires	of	the
British,	French	and	Spanish.	With	key	but	costly	victories	at	Quebec	and	Fort	Niagara,	the	British	were	able	to	emerge	victorious	from	the	war	and	henceforth	assimilated	large	swathes	of	previously	held	French	territory	in	Canada	and	the	Mid-West	as	a	result	of	the	Treaty	of	Paris	in	1763.	After	a	three-month	siege	of	Quebec	City,	British	forces
captured	the	city	at	the	Plains	of	Abraham	While	British	victory	had	removed	any	French	and	Native	Indian	threat	(to	an	extent)	to	the	thirteen	colonies,	the	war	had	led	to	greater	economic	hardship	in	the	US	and	an	acknowledgment	of	the	cultural	differences	between	colonists	and	Britons.	Clashes	in	ideologies	became	all	the	more	apparent	as	the
British	looked	to	levy	higher	taxes	on	the	thirteen	colonies	in	order	to	heal	the	debt	they	incurred	from	military	and	naval	spending.	On	13	September	1759,	on	the	Plains	of	Abraham	near	the	city	of	Quebec,	an	outnumbered	British	army	fought	a	battle	that	would	change	the	history	of	the	world:	the	Battle	of	Quebec.Watch	Now	2.	Taxes	and	Duties	If
the	Seven	Years	War	had	not	exacerbated	the	divide	between	the	colonies	and	the	British	metropole,	the	implementation	of	colonial	taxation	certainly	did.	The	British	witnessed	these	tensions	first-hand	when	the	Stamp	Act	of	1765	was	introduced.	Colonists	bitterly	opposed	the	new	direct	taxation	on	printed	materials	and	forced	the	British
Government	to	eventually	repeal	the	legislation	a	year	later.	“No	taxation	without	representation”	became	an	iconic	slogan,	as	it	effectively	summarised	the	colonial	outrage	at	the	fact	they	were	being	taxed	against	their	will	and	with	no	form	of	representation	in	Parliament.	A	key	cause	of	the	American	revolution	which	followed	the	Stamp	Act	was
the	introduction	of	Townshend	Duties	in	1767	and	1768.	This	was	a	series	of	acts	that	imposed	new	forms	of	indirect	taxation	of	goods	such	as	glass,	paint,	paper,	lead	and	tea.	These	duties	caused	outrage	in	the	colonies	and	became	the	main	root	of	spontaneous	and	violent	opposition.	Encouraged	and	rallied	by	propaganda	leaflets	and	posters,	such
as	those	created	by	Paul	Revere,	colonists	rioted	and	organised	merchant	boycotts.	Eventually,	the	colonial	response	was	met	with	fierce	repression.	3.	Boston	Massacre	(1770)	Just	a	year	after	the	imposition	of	the	Townshend	Duties,	the	governor	of	Massachusetts	was	already	calling	for	the	other	twelve	colonies	to	join	his	state	in	resisting	the
British	and	boycotting	their	goods,	which	coincided	with	a	riot	in	Boston	over	the	seizure	of	a	boat	aptly	named	Liberty	for	smuggling.	The	Boston	Massacre,	1770	Despite	these	tremors	of	discontent,	nothing	suggested	that	the	colonies	might	seriously	consider	fighting	their	British	masters	until	the	infamous	Boston	massacre	of	March	1770.	This	was
one	of	the	most	significant	causes	of	the	American	revolution.	A	detachment	of	redcoats	were	accosted	by	a	large	crowd	in	the	city,	and	bombarded	with	snowballs	and	more	dangerous	missiles	as	the	cold	and	frustrated	townsfolk	vented	their	anger	on	the	soldiers.	Suddenly,	they	opened	fire	after	a	soldier	was	knocked	down,	killing	five	and	injuring
six	others.	The	Boston	Massacre	is	often	represented	as	the	inevitable	start	of	a	revolution,	but	in	fact	it	initially	prompted	Lord	North’s	government	to	withdraw	the	Townshend	Acts	and	for	a	time	it	seemed	like	the	worst	of	the	crisis	was	over.	However,	radicals	such	as	Samuel	Adams	and	Thomas	Jefferson	kept	the	resentment	ticking	over.	4.	Boston
Tea	Party	(1773)	A	switch	had	been	flicked.	The	British	government	had	a	chance	to	make	important	political	concessions	to	these	disgruntled	voices,	yet	they	chose	not	to,	and	with	this	decision,	the	opportunity	to	avert	rebellion	was	lost.	In	1772,	a	British	ship	which	had	been	enforcing	unpopular	trade	regulations	was	burned	by	angry	patriots,
while	Samuel	Adams	set	about	creating	Committees	of	Correspondence	–	a	network	of	rebels	across	all	of	the	13	colonies.	Boston	Tea	Party	Yet	it	was	in	December	1773	that	the	most	famous	and	overt	display	of	anger	and	resistance	took	place.	A	group	of	colonists	led	by	Adams	hopped	aboard	the	East	India	Company	trade	vessel	Dartmouth	and
poured	342	chests	of	tea	(worth	close	to	$2,000,000	in	today’s	currency)	of	British	tea	into	the	sea	at	Boston	Harbour.	This	act	–	now	known	as	the	‘Boston	Tea	Party’,	remains	important	in	patriotic	American	folklore.	5.	Intolerable	Acts	(1774)	Rather	than	attempting	to	appease	the	rebels,	the	Boston	Tea	Party	was	met	with	the	passing	of	the
Intolerable	Acts	in	1774	by	the	British	Crown.	These	punitive	measures	included	the	forced	closure	of	Boston	port	and	an	order	of	compensation	to	the	East	India	Company	for	damaged	property.	Town	meetings	were	now	also	banned,	and	the	authority	of	the	royal	governor	was	increased.	The	British	lost	further	support	and	patriots	formed	the	First
Continental	Congress	in	the	same	year,	a	body	where	men	from	all	the	colonies	were	formally	represented.	In	Britain,	opinion	was	divided	as	the	Whigs	favoured	reform	while	North’s	Tories	wanted	to	demonstrate	the	power	of	the	British	Parliament.	It	would	be	the	Tories	who	got	their	way.	Dan	takes	a	walk	around	Colonial	New	York	with	Karen
Quinones	(of	Patriot	Tours)	to	explore	the	great	battle	and	in	its	original	setting.Listen	Now	In	the	meantime,	the	First	Continental	Congress	raised	a	militia,	and	in	April	1775	the	first	shots	of	the	war	were	fired	as	British	troops	clashed	with	militia	men	at	the	twin	battles	of	Lexington	and	Concord.	British	reinforcements	landed	in	Massachusetts	and
defeated	the	rebels	at	Bunker	Hill	in	June	–	the	first	major	battle	of	the	American	War	of	Independence.	Shortly	after,	the	British	withdrew	into	Boston	–	where	they	were	besieged	by	an	army	commanded	by	the	newly	appointed	General,	and	future	president,	George	Washington.	6.	King	George	III’s	Speech	to	Parliament	(1775)	On	26	October	1775
George	III,	King	of	Great	Britain,	stood	up	in	front	of	his	Parliament	and	declared	the	American	colonies	to	be	in	a	state	of	rebellion.	Here,	for	the	first	time,	the	use	of	force	was	authorised	against	the	rebels.	The	King’s	speech	was	long	but	certain	phrases	made	it	clear	that	a	major	war	against	his	own	subjects	was	about	to	commence:	“It	is	now
become	the	part	of	wisdom,	and	(in	its	effects)	of	clemency,	to	put	a	speedy	end	to	these	disorders	by	the	most	decisive	exertions.	For	this	purpose,	I	have	increased	my	naval	establishment,	and	greatly	augmented	my	land	forces,	but	in	such	a	manner	as	may	be	the	least	burthensome	to	my	kingdoms.”	After	such	a	speech,	the	Whig	position	was
silenced	and	a	full-scale	war	was	inevitable.	From	it	the	United	States	of	America	would	emerge,	and	the	course	of	history	radically	changed.	
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